
  

                                                                                     

       

Events in Albania to mark 70
th

 Anniversary of the Council of Europe 

On 5 May 1949, the Treaty of London established the Council of Europe. 70 years after its 

foundation, the Council of Europe is our continent’s leading human rights Organisation.  47 

member States agreed common standards on human rights, democracy and the rule of law. 

All 830 million people living in this common legal space have an ultimate right of appeal to 

the European Court of Human Rights.  This is unprecedented in European history. 

 

The European Convention on Human Rights and the European Social Charter are the living 

roots from which the Council of Europe grows. Over the years it has drawn on these rights, 

applying them to specific issues and providing additional protection for individuals.  This 

has involved the provision of new legal instruments.  In this way the Organisation acts inter 

alia to protect national minorities and to combat violence against women and domestic 

violence.  It has taken measures to prevent torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment, to tackle trafficking in human beings, to combat corruption and organised crime 

and to stop the abuse of personal data and acts of cybercrime. It has also been active in 

promoting equality, inclusion and democratic citizenship as well as youth participation in 

local and regional life.  

Following its accession into the Council of Europe, Albania is supported in bringing 

legislation, institutions and practice further in line with Council of Europe standards in the 

areas of human rights, the rule of law and democracy. Yet another important dimension of 

the Albania’s membership to the Organisation is the contribution provided by distinguished 

Albanian representatives in the intergovernmental and parliamentary work in shaping, 

implementing and monitoring the Council of Europe standards across member states. 

 

To mark the 70th anniversary of the Council of Europe in Albania, a series of thematic 

events is organised by the Council of Europe Office in Tirana, in cooperation with the 

French Embassy, within the framework of France’s Chairmanship of the Committee of 

Ministers of the Council of Europe and in partnership with relevant Albanian institutions. 
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AGENDA 

 

COMBATING HATE SPEECH 

Organised in cooperation with the Office of the Commissioner for Protection from 

Discrimination and the University of Elbasan “Aleksandër Xhuvani”  

Venue: University of Elbasan 

6 November 2019  

 

ORGANISED IN COOPERATION WITH THE OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER FOR 

PROTECTION FROM DISCRIMINATION AND THE UNIVERSITY OF ELBASAN 

 

Participants: Representatives from local authorities, academia, civil society, students, media 

 

11:00 -11:20 Welcome remarks. 

1. Mr Skender Topi, Rector of University of Elbasan “Aleksandër  

Xhuvani”. 

2. Ms Jutta Gützkow, Head of the Council of Europe Office in Tirana. 

3. Mrs Christina Vasak, Ambassador of France to Albania. 

11:20 – 11:35 General Policy Recommendation N°15 of the European Committee 

against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) on Combating Hate Speech. 

- Mrs Vasilika Hysi, Albanian Deputy Speaker and ECRI member in 

respect of Albania. 

11:35 – 12:00         Challenges of combating hate speech and building a just and inclusive 

society. 

- Mrs Erinda Ballanca, People’s Advocate. 

- Mr Robert Gajda, Commissioner for Protection from Discrimination 

12:00 – 13:00 Discussions with the panel 

 


